MINUTES AND MEMORANDA
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
December 12, 2018
Regular Meeting
Present at the Meeting:
Dale Deardorff, M.D.
Karen Davis, M.D.
Heidi Beidinger-Burnett, PhD., MPH
Sharon Imes, RN, MSN
John Linn
Jason Marker, M.D.
Emily Dean

President
Vice President
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Also Present at the Meeting:
Luis Galup, M.D.
Mark Fox, M.D.
J. David Keckley
I.

Health Officer
Deputy Health Officer
Attorney for Health Department

AGENDA AND MINUTES:

On motion made by John Linn, seconded by Heidi Beidinger-Burnett, and unanimously
approved, the agenda for the December 12, 2018 Regular Meeting of the Health Board was adopted.
On motion made by Dr. Davis, seconded by Sharon Imes, and unanimously approved, the
Minutes of the November 14, 2018 regular meeting of the Board were adopted as amended to clarify
Section 18-32, Nominating Committee assignments, that committee assignments will be made by the
newly elected Board president at the January, 2019 regular meeting.
II.

HEALTH OFFICER ORAL REPORT
1.

Vital Records Current Situation.

Dr. Galup reviewed with board members the various methods of storage of vital records since
1882; the history of accessibility by computer since 1998; and specific information as to how
birth records and death records are kept and made available through the computer systems.
Efforts are underway to transfer and backup records to a modern computer. Data in microfilm
need to be digitized. The Health Department has entered into a contract to accomplish this
task and we have asked for permission from the State to spend money from the Health Trust
Grant 9111 to cover this cost.

2. Vehicle Lease.
Finance Manager Amy Ruppe has worked diligently to follow the appropriate steps as
required by local ordinance and State statute to accommodate the Public Purchasing rules
that require seeking bids, advertising and presenting sealed proposals to the County
Commissioners. We anticipate this process to be completed January 15, 2019, when the
bids will be opened and read by the commissioners.
3.

Hepatitis A Inmate Vaccination.
The proposed hepatitis A vaccination to be provided to the inmates at the St. Joseph
County Jail will be postponed until after the holidays at the request of the warden.
Ongoing repairs at the county jail has caused this delay.
Upon inquiry, Dr. Galup related that sixteen vaccinations were performed at the Homeless
Shelter. Also, there has been no report of a hepatitis A outbreak in St. Joseph County.

4.

Applicants.
The Health Department has received applications for the two environmental specialist
openings and one for an Immunization Nurse. It is anticipated these positions will be
filled in the near future.

III.

DEPUTY HEALTH OFFICER ORAL REPORT:
Dr. Fox reported as follows:
1.

Lead Initiative.
Dr. Fox and staff members are continuing to work on an updated lead report to be
included in the monthly packet of materials. He noted that October data from Stellar
showed approximately 320 actual lead tests with 10 results over the level of 10.0, and 30
results in the range of 5-9.9. He noted that the numbers for both case management and
case monitoring are continuing to increase and that several cases are still awaiting
confirmation. A total testing numbers are approximately 3% down from 2017 to the end
of October. Approximately 3,900 tests then and approximately 3,750 tests now year-todate.
Plans are underway to perform lead testing for students at Madison Elementary in
January. It is anticipated that there will be a larger volume than the prior testing at
Muessel Elementary. Both kindergarten and first grade students will be the target group
but other grades will be tested.
Work continues to prepare an application for a lead grant from the ISDH in range of
$5,000 to $10,000 for purposes of engaging both the community and community
providers with regards to the importance of testing young children specifically one year
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old and two year old. Also, as noted by board member Emily Dean, work needs to be
done to educate and impress upon providers the need to follow up with parents and the
Health Department in the event a child tests at a lead level of 5.0 or above, as lead risk
assessments of residential properties need to be scheduled and case management/or
monitoring needs to be considered. Both Dr. Davis and Dr. Deardorff agreed.
2.

Immunizations.
Dr. Fox reviewed with board members a chart noting the number of pediatric
immunizations and adult immunizations at the South Bend Health Department Clinic for
the past twelve months. He will also seek information from the Mishawaka Clinic as he
continues to monitor immunizations and provide reports to the Health Board. He is
reviewing the hours of operation for the clinic, hopes to reopen the Mishawaka Clinic and
is considering other options to increase access to the clinics and how best to operate a
mobile clinic.

3.

Health Education.
Robin Vida, Health Education Director, has received a grant which will be utilized to help
combat the opioid epidemic in our community. More information will be available next
month.

IV.

NEW BUSINESS:

18-33 Discussion and Vote on October, 2018 Health Officer’s Report.
It was noted, and Dr. Fox confirmed, that the Board’s request that the Health Education
Department scale back their presentations in schools is occurring.
Upon motion made by Heidi Beidinger-Burnett, seconded by John Linn, and unanimously
adopted, the October, 2018 Health Officer’s Report was approved.
18-34 Discussion on 2019 Calendar.
Dr. Deardorff recommended, with no objection from the board members, that the Health
Board continued to meet on the second Wednesday of every month at 5:00 p.m., with the exception
that it would be the third Wednesday in March to consider the approval of the Annual Report.
V. OLD BUSINESS.
17-07 SJCHD Lead Action Plan Update.
It was noted that this item is now being covered under Dr. Fox’s Lead Initiative Report so it
will no longer be necessary to place on the agenda.
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18-08 Update on Status of Board of Health Appointment.
Dr. Davis reported that this will be her last board meeting as her term is expiring and she
decided not to submit a request for renewal. Dr. Deardorff thanked Dr. Davis for her service and the
insight and expertise she brought to the board meetings with regards to the lead issue and her family
practice background.
Three physicians have expressed an interest in being appointed by the South Bend Mayor to a
position on the Health Board. Their names have been submitted.
18-15 Update on FY 2019 Budget
There is no further information to report at this time.
18-32 Nominating Committee Updates.
Sharon Imes reported that the nominating committee is recommending that Dr. Dale
Deardorff continue as President for 2019, and that Heidi Beidinger-Burnett shall assume the position
of Vice President. The recommendation was unanimously approved and Dr. Deardorff reported that
committee assignments will be made in the January meeting.
VI. BOARD NOTIFICATIONS:
There were no board notifications reported at this meeting.
VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Debra Duvall, a local resident, expressed her interest in the quality of water and soil in St.
Joseph County. In light of the increased construction for industry in various areas of the county, she
is concerned as to whether there will be adequate farm land to continue to grow crops and the quality
of that farm land. She is also curious as to whether there is adequate funding to protect our water
from contamination. Board Member John Linn explained that he has been a member on the Water
Resources Advisory Board which monitors three separate ordinances dealing with the protection of
water. There has not been much activity regarding this Board since Marc Nelson left the Health
Department in June 2016 and he will initiate, with Dr. Galup’s help, to schedule a meeting to review
the ordinances.
Brett Davis, one of the Health Department Environmental Specialists, was in attendance and
assured Ms. Duvall that both the Health Department and IDEM monitors the quality of water and
enforces the well head protection ordinance.
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VIII. TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING:
The next regular meeting of the St. Joseph County Health Board is scheduled for Wednesday,
January 9, 2019, at 5:00 p.m., at the St. Joseph County Health Department, 8th Floor Board Room.

ATTEST:

Respectfully submitted,

___________________
Dr. Luis N. Galup
St. Joseph County Health Officer

_________________________________
J. DAVID KECKLEY
Attorney for St. Joseph County Health
Board
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